Jai Agnish adds
drums, sampling
to folk basics

‘The label “folk singer” can be
as u restrictive as the
term “Christian artist.

Youve thus gota feal for
singer, songuier and New
Jersey hinterland dweller Jai
‘Agnish, who_somewhat un-
comfortably fits both catego-
ries, yet defies most of the pre-
conceptions associats
them.

hgnish s a stereotypical folk
performer only insofar as drum
machines, sampling gear and a
chattering _arsenal of scav-
enged videogames and_chil-
dren's i it

childlke piece of Aphex Twin-

analogue electronica that
|sn’! el tolend Agnish a pe

ance siot on 100 Hurdley

SL un(i . well, Hell freezes

s Kind of refreshing when
people say ‘T can't stand Chris-
tian music, but these peopleare
cool,” admits Agnish. °I wish
ple wouldn't term me a
“Christian artist, though.....It's
kind of limiting as far as peo-
ple’s initial response to music,
where you can play and that
sort of stuf
Like the iconoclastic Daniel-
son troupe before him, Agnish

al folk i e the

for Automata’s

erratic, programmed beals and
myriad _elecronic squenls,

wks and shrieks darting
hibher and thither on his self
recorded debut disc, Automa-
ta, mough youll find forlom,
affecti uman _acoustic
i Lt el
a voice that mark Agnish as a
techno-savvy, 21st-century de-
scendent_of Nick Drake or
Leonard Cohen.

Likewise, Agnish — part of
the same loose-knit New’ Yorts
New Jersey scene that gave us.
the loopy Danielson Familie —
is a Christian artist primarily in
the sense that he’s an artist
‘who also happens to be Chris-
tian. Autorita only makes one

rt reference to matters of
r.mh, and the resulting track,
Song” is a skitish,

Surreal electro-acoustics and
his riveting, beatbox-abetted
live shows — is gradually find-

fans outside the almost
built-in_audience for main-
stream faith-based music, and
there's been tentative indica-
bel interest in releasi
nextalbum.

“I'm going to wait. I kind of
made a declsmn ot to eease
anything on my own again,”
Agnish, an Engish student by
day, says of the next record. °
really want to write a lot o
not push the music on my own
as much as I've been doing. I'm
really burned outright now .

been working on new
material. It's kind of exciting,
use I'm taking a little more
time on what I write. Instead of
just writing, like, a song a

JAIAGNISH
night, I work on them over a
yeek and fust really concen-

now.”

¥ ve got tons of ongs. Thi

are sorf of o sides 1o how 1
wnle — one’s more spontane-

us, just hit ‘record’ and see

What' comes out. Ive. been
wanting to do that again, but
T've just got 50 many songs I'm
‘working on the ‘long’ way right

a7
Baldwin St,) tomorrow at 10
pm., partofastrong North By
Northeast songwriters’ billthat
alsoincludes lovelorn Boston
'melodramatist Ad Frank, Jack
‘Breakfast, John Mars and

g local newcomer Astralis
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