
by Kazu Watanabe
It’s always nice to hear something

good from Ohio. A four-piece from
Columbus, OH, Miranda Sound are
stopping in NJ with a gig at The Court
Tavern on May 26.

Miranda Sound consist of Dan Gerken
on vocals, guitar, cello and keys, Billy
Peake on vocals and guitar, Sean Sefcik
on bass and keys and Dan Bell on drums.
Taking the the best of both post-punk and
pop music, this quintet make melodic and
gritty tunes that are sure to satisfy indie
snobs as well as your local teenybopper.
Tight drums and pulsing bass are driven
by jagged guitar riffs and catchy hooks,
put together with a message that is
delivered through intelligently-written
lyrics—Miranda Sound definitely have
something to prove.

The band notes several influences—

Fugazi, Dismemberment Plan, Jawbox—
which can be heard throughout the records,
but manage to keep their own identity and
avoid being shadowed by the generic
sounds of whatever label they are
categorized under.

Miranda Sound have also shared the
stage with some notable bands such as
The Posies, Nada Surf and Remy Zero.
With their newest record, Western Reserve,
Miranda Sound take their sound to a new
level, with production by J. Robbins
(Jawbox, Burning Airlines) and additional
engineering help by Jon Chinn (The Sun,
New Bomb Turks).

The Court Tavern is located on 124
Church St. in downtown New Brunswick,
NJ. Hero Pattern and The Churchills
will also be playing.For further information
check out courttavern.net or
mirandasound.com

by Chris Camisa
Hip-hop duo Soul Position are

bringing their rhymes to a number of
cities across the country in the
upcoming months.The two are touring
to support their latest studio release,
which came out earlier this year.They
will be stopping at The Bowery
Ballroom on May 26.

Soul Position is the collaboration of
two accomplished hip-hop solo artists:
RJD2 and Blueprint. From the minute
the two got together in 2001, they
realized the infinite amount of potential
between them. They released their
debut EP, Unlimited, in 2002. The
album showcased how well RJ’s music
meshed with Blueprint’s crafty lyrics.
In 2003, the band put out their first full-
length, Eight Million Stories. The album
was a success and they released the

instrumental tracks from the record
separately two months later.

Though the two are busy with side
projects and solo work, they found
time to record and release Soul
Position’s second full-length feature
Things Go Better With RJ And Al. On
the new album, Blueprint touches
on a number of sensitive topics, but
still keeps the witty style present
throughout the rest of his songs. RJ’s
beats are fantastic as he lays down
the perfect framework for Blueprint to
rap over.

The tour will feature special guest
One Be Lo.The Bowery Ballroom is
located at 6 Delancey St. in NYC.
Tickets are $15 in advance, $17 at the
door and are currently available through
ticketweb.com.For more information,
visit rhymesayers.com
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by Charlie Carroll
Indie rock quartet Sunset Rubdown

are now on the last leg of their month-
long touring schedule in support of
their new album Shut Up I Am
Dreaming. They will be playing at the
Mercury Lounge in NYC on May 24.

Lead singer Spencer Krug is no
stranger to the stage, having already
earned a favorable reputation with the
group Frog Eyes and as
singer/keyboardist of the Montreal-
based Wolf Parade. The band first hit
it big with the release of their first full-
length album Apologies To The Queen
Mary. Since then Krug has been hard
at work with his side project, Sunset
Rubdown.

What first began as an experimental
side project has now become a full-
fledged lineup with the addition of
former Pony Up! instrumentalist Camilla

Wynne Ingr, Jordan Robson Cramer
and Michael Doerksen.

Shut Up I Am Dreaming, released
on Absolutely Kosher Records, marks
not only a departure from Krug’s sound
in Wolf Parade but also the progression
from the lo-fi quality of Sunset
Rubdown’s EP, Snake’s Got A Leg.
The song “Stadiums And Shrines II,”
the first track to be officially released
on the Absolutely Kosher website,
already provides a promising look into
the new album with its smooth guitar
progressions and keyboard
arrangements.

Frog Eyes will serve as the
supporting act for the show, which
begins at 7:30 p.m. You must be 21+
to enter . Tickets can be purchased
in advance at ticketweb.com for $12.
For further information, visit
fourpawsmedia.com/sunsetrubdown

gig
watch

5/24—Chiodos,The Chance,
Poughkeepsie, NY

5/24—The Walkmen,Webster Hall,
New York, NY

5/29—SPEED\KILL/HATE,
The Knitting Factory, NY

5/28—Styx, PNC Bank Arts Center,
Holmdel, NJ

5/27—Badfish, B.B. King’s Blues
Club & Grill, New York, NY

5/28—Bullet For My Valentine,
Starland Ballroom, Sayreville, NJ
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miranda sound
Ohio Rockers

by Stephanie Tang
North Jersey native, Jai Agnish,

will be performing at The Tap
Bar@Knitting Factory in NYC on
May 24. The indie artist will be
showcasing new music from his
upcoming album, Mechanical
Sunshine, at this show.

Jai Agnish got his start in the music
industry with the release of his debut
album, Automata, in 2000.The record
introduced his fans to his electronic
but acoustic sound and to his
experimental nature. He later went
on to collaborate with many talented
artists such as Sufjan Stevens, Soul-
Junk and JSRockit. Working with
these close friends, they released
8.21 A Blue Bunny Compilation and
later he came out with the EP, Our
Split E.P. Now, Agnish is gearing
up for the July release of his most

recent album.
Mechanical Sunshine will feature

his familiar mellow electronic vibes
but also provide new sounds with
the addition of a drum machine.
However, at the live show the
audience will not hear machines but
rather Agnish’s recent five-piece
band.The Knitting Factory show will
be the third show the guys are all
performing together and will also be
the first show where fans can pick
up a pre- release copy of the new
album.

The Knitting Factory is located on
74 Leonard St. The show starts at
7 p.m. and tickets for the show are
$12 in advance and $15 at the door.
Also performing will be Denison
Witmer, Saxon Shore and Ben +
Vesper. For more information on
Jai Agnish, visit jaiagnish.com

jai agnish

soul position

Things Go Better

A Dream 
You Won’t

Forget

Mellow
Electronic

sunset rubdown
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